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Abstract: The purpose of the research is to find out the effectiveness of teaching 
vocabulary by using photos. Based on the researcher observation in SMP Negeri 3 
Simpang Hilir, most of students have problems in developing their vocabulary. In 
this case, needs to motivate students and develop thier enthusiam to learn English 
and creats a new atmosphere in the classroom bu using suitable technique to 
increase their vocabulary. The research hypothesis was whether the effective of 
the treatment was low, moderate, and high. The research method is pre-
expremental, involving a group sample of class VIII A numbering 31 students. 
The data ware collected by multiple choice test. The data were analyzed by Effect 
Size Formula. The finding showedthat the students’ score of pre-test is 606 and 
after  the treatment, the students’ score of post-test is 198. Therefore, the finding 
also showed that the score of effect size (ESvalue = 0,93 ishigher than the effect 
size (EStable = 0,8) of the treatment was categoried as “high”. In conclusion in this 
experement of teaching vocabulary using photos is effective tolead students feel 
more interesting and enjoy studying English. 
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Abstrak: Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui efektivitas 
pengajaran kosakata dengan menggunakan foto. Berdasarkan pengamatan peneliti 
di SMP Negeri 3 Simpang Hilir, sebagian besar siswa memiliki masalah dalam 
mengembangkan kosakata mereka. Dalam hal ini, dirasakan perlu untuk 
memotivasi siswa dan mengembangkan antusiasme mereka untuk belajar bahasa 
Inggris dan menciptakan suasana baru di kelas menggunakan teknik yang sesuai 
untuk meningkatkan kosa kata mereka. Hipotesis penelitian adalah apakah 
efektivitas treatment itu rendah, sedang, atau tinggi. Metode penelitian yang 
digunakan pra-expremental, yang melibatkan sampel kelompok kelas VIII A 
berjumlah 31 siswa. Data dikumpulkan lewat beberapa tes pilihan ganda. Data 
dianalisis dengan Effect Size Formula. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa skor siswa 
saat pre-test adalah 606 dan setelah treatment, skor siswa saat post-test adalah 
198. Oleh karena itu, temuan ini menunjukkan bahwa nilai besarnya efek ESvalue = 
0,93 lebih besar dari besaran efek EStable = 0,8. Maka treatment ini dikategorikan 
sebagai "tinggi". Kesimpulan dari eksperimen ini yaitu pengajaran kosakata 
menggunakan foto tergolong efektif dalam membuat siswa merasa lebih tertarik 
dan menikmati belajar bahasa Inggris. 
Kata Kunci: kosa kata, binatang liar, menggunakan foto 
 
 
 
nglish language is taught as a foreign language to the students at SMP Negeri 
3 Simpang Hilir Kayong Utara from year 8. The students were never taught 
English subject during their education in the elementary school either formally or 
non-formally. In learning English students need to master various vocabulary in 
English. They must learn the forms and the meanings of words and how they use 
the words. Vocabulary is very important to be introduced to students as early as 
possible, so that the students may not have significant difficulties in learning 
English.  
English is one of the foreign languages for Indonesian students that must be 
learnt in school since secondary school level until University level. English is 
considered as a difficult subject for Indonesia students, because English is 
completely different from Indonesia language being look at from the system of 
structure, pronunciation and vocabulary. 
English teaching involves of four language skills, they are listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.  In teaching and learning a language, there are four 
aspects that support four language skills above such as: vocabulary, grammar, and 
pronunciation that are also taught in English teaching and learning process. 
Vocabulary is one of the important aspects in teaching language. 
A teacher should be able to make the children get the spirit in learning 
foreign language vocabulary, so they want to study hard. In addition to giving 
motivation, the teachers must also have a special way to deal with children who 
are less enthusiastic or not in the learning process. The teacher must be able to get 
innovation that is suitable to teach and able to improve students’ knowledge. For 
example, teaching vocabulary using photos. Photos are a media that can make us 
better in learning English. We can find photos from books or internet. There are 
many kinds of photos which can help the teachers to teach vocabulary in teaching 
process. It is very interesting because the teacher and students will get benefit 
from that. Besides that, the student will enjoy in the learning process. Sometimes 
they are difficult to study, but they want to play and play. As a teacher, we must 
be able to control and get innovation how to handle this condition.  
Besides, we as the teacher can use media to teach English, especially 
vocabulary. In teaching vocabulary, teachers can use everything around them to 
improve the student’s vocabularies. For example, teaching vocabulary about parts 
of animals using photos.  
The purpose of this research is to make  the students will be easyier to 
understand, get more knowledge, get spirit or motivation to study English well in 
joyful, and they will enjoy in learning process. As the teachers, we need to explore 
our creations or innovations to make or to found media in teaching the vocabulary 
to have students to enjoy learning process.  
In this research, the writer will teach vocabulary using photos. There are two 
problems of identification that will discuss in this research. The first, what 
technique is to be used for teaching vocabulary. The second, what photo as media 
in teaching vocabulary? 
According to Nagy and Stahl cited in Scott Thornbury (2002:13) without 
grammar very little be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed. 
E 
Swan and Walter cited by Scott Thornbury (2002:14) that vocabulary acquisition 
is the largest and most important task facing the language learner.  
 In presenting the vocabulary the teacher has decided to teach a related set 
of words. For example, items of wild animals: fur, tusk, paw, claw, spot, black, 
yellow, bite, ear, leg, etc.). a teacher has a number of option available.  
 One way in comprehending English vocabulary is the students must be 
taught parts of speech, such as: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns. 
Because English words or vocabulary is different from Indonesian, instead of 
spelling and pronunciation. 
 According to the current curriculum, names of domestic animals, wild 
animals,  and endangered species are taught to the students in Year - 8. Based on 
the pre-observation most students are not able to mention the concerned animals 
in English. They fail to mention some animals, especially those that do not exist 
around them. There are actually numbers of potential solutions. One of them is 
teaching this topic with photos as the media. This teaching media is aimed to 
make the students easy to understand. By this type of media students may be well 
motivated. If students’ problem in mastering vocabulary  can be overcome using 
photos successfully, the student’s vocabulary mastery will increase. The impact 
will be on that the students will be better in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Thus, it can increase daily review, mid test, general test, and national 
examination. 
Based on the above discussion the researcher was interested in conducting 
this research. The researcher applied this research to help the students particularly 
to enrich their vocabulary mastery. The researcher used  photos as the media to 
teach the students vocabulary. In fact, by using photos the students could increase 
thier vocabulary.  
Media is a tool that can be used to show something or objects to makes the 
students become easily to know and to understand what the object means.    
Media, the plural form of intermediate (medium), is a means of communication. 
Derived from the Latin medium (between), this term refers to anything that carries 
information between a source and a receiver. Six basic categories of media are 
text, audio, visual, video, manipulative (objects), and people. The purpose of the 
media is to facilitate communication in learning easier.     
Media involves of six categories, they are: texts, audio, visual, video, 
manipulative and people. Every category has many kind of format of media. A 
format of media is a tool which is in it has information must be conveyed or 
showed. Format of media is including a whiteboard for (visual and texts), CD 
(audio and music), DVD (video), and multimedia computer (audio, texts, and 
video). Each has different advantages and limited in conveying teaching materials 
that will be record or showed. 
When choosing media format according to Smaldino, Sharon E (2011:7) 
says, “teaching situation and condition (such as, large group or small group, or 
personal teaching), students variable (such as, readers, not readers, or prefer to 
listen only), and the goals (such as cognitive, affective, and psychomotor) have to 
pay attention”. 
Based on definition of teaching media above the researcher is trying to 
apply one of based category of media, like visual media using photos. Because to 
teach vocabulary in reading of a descriptive text that title “LIONS” is appropriate.  
Meanwhile, according to Smaldino, Sharon (2011:7) stated,” routinely used to 
trigger visual learning. Visual includes a diagram on a poster, picture on a white 
board, photos, picture in a book, cartoon, and so on ".visual is used to motivate 
students in learning. Visual includes a diagram on a poster, picture on a white 
board, photos, picture in a book, cartoon, and so on ". 
Jean L. Mckenchnie defines picture in Webster dictionary that. Picture is an 
image, or likeness of an object, person, or scene produce on a flat surface, 
especially by painting, drawing or photography. Meanwhile according to Andrew 
Wright cited by Leny (2006:16), stated that “picture is not just an aspect of 
method but through its representation of   place, object, and people, it is essential 
part of the overall experiences.” 
Using pictures is one of the teaching aids that teachers depend on in their 
teaching. Harmer (2001:134) cited in Al-Ja’afari (132) states, “teachers have 
always used pictures or graphics- whether drawn, taken from books, magazines, 
and newsresearchs, or photographs – to facilitate learning”. Using pictures in 
teaching new words make the process enjoyable and memorable. They also feel 
that pictures attract students’ attention and deepen their understanding of 
vocabulary. Pictures can also help learners with abstract words, as associating the 
words with a concrete object make these words easier to remember.  Harmer 
(2001:135) cited by Al-Ja’afari Saeed states, “one of the most appropriate uses for 
pictures is for the presenting and checking of meaning. Pictures should be 
appropriate not only for the language to be learned also for the classes they are 
being for; if pictures are too childish students may not like them and they are 
culturally inappropriate they can offend people. Pictures also need to be visible - 
especially  
From the meaning of pictures above, it indicates that the pictures has 
exchanged and represented the real object into a simple device which has 
displayed a series of places, object, person, or even experiences. 
Photos are kinds of visual instruction materials might be used more 
effectively to develop and sustain motivation in producing positive attitudes 
towards English and to teach or reinforce language skills. It is supposed by Tang 
Li Shing cited by Leny (2006:14) stated that “The Picture had an irascible appeal 
for the children. They created suspense and surprises as well as interest, all of 
which are indispensable in teaching and learning a foreign language.” 
METHOD 
This is a pre-experimental research. It aims to identify the use of the photos 
in teaching English vocabulary to the students. It is used pre-test-posttest model. 
In this research the researcher will do the measurement twice, namely before and 
after treatment. The collected data come from the pre-test scores and posttest 
scores  The aims of this test is to compare two scores with the question, is any 
differences between two scores significantly? To measure it the researcher is 
using effect size formula, the effectiveness of using the photos as teaching 
medium can be described. Thus the form of one group pre-test-posttest design can 
be presented as: 
Table 1 
The Phase of Pre-Experimental Research 
Pre-test Treatment Post-test 
O1 X O2 
 Legends :        
 O1  = pre-test 
  X  = treatment 
  O2  = post-test 
 
Arikunto, (1998:115-117) states that population is the whole of research 
subject, where the sample is a part of population. Sugiyono (2014:p.118) states 
that population is generalisated zone consist of object/subject which has certain 
quality and characteristic that is chosen by a researcher to be studied and pulled 
the conclusion. 
The population of this research are students in Year 8 of SMP 3 Simpang 
Hilir in Academic Year 2013/2014. While the subject in this research is all 
students in class A SMP 3 Simpang Hilir in academic year 2013/2014.  
Sugiyono (2014:p.118) stated that sample is a part of number and 
characterictic which is  belonged  to its population. Because the population one 
group, so all the students in year 8 was taken as a sample in this research.  
In this research the writer used measurement technique to measure students’ 
vocabulary through “teaching with photos”. The data collected by administrating 
the reading test twice. First, to collect the data before treatment held, to see 
students pre-condition before experiment. The second is post-test to collect the 
data after experimental treatment given. 
Since the data was obtained by using measurement technique, the Pre-test 
item and post-test item must be both valid and reliable. Cohen, et all (2000:334) 
says that validity concerns to extent to which the test tests what is supposed to 
tests. On the other hand reliability concerns to the degree of confidence that can 
be replaced in the results and the data, which is often a matter of instruments to 
collect the data are writing test. This test is multiple choice that consist of four 
options, that is A, B, C, and D. 
    Arikunto (1998:151) says that tools of data collecting are tools used by 
researcher to gather data so that it will make the research process easier and have 
better result in term of more accurate, complete, and systematic to be analyzed.  
Based on this definition, the tools of data collecting are pre-test score and post-test 
score. 
After collecting the data, the researcher will analyze the data statistically. 
The researcher analyzes the data by using  ES (Effect Size) formula. (Burn: 
p.170). The formula is as follows: 
 
Legends : 
Where:  ES = Effect Size 
  t = the result of the test 
  N = the number of the students 
 
To determine the effect size of the treatment the following category is used: 
Table 2 
The Category of the Effect Size 
Value Category 
< 0.3 Low 
0.0 – 0.5 Modeate 
> 0.5 High 
                                Adapted from Muijs (2004, p. 195) 
 
“t” in the above ES formula is calculated by t – test. The formula is adapted 
from Arikunto (1990,p. 509) as follows: 
 
Legends : 
t   = value t correlated sample. 
Ð  = Difference scores pre-test and posttest of each student. 
D  = the average from different value (average fron D) 
D²  = quadrate from D 
N  = the number of students 
 
D in the above formula is computed by post test avarage score mines  pre-
test average score. In teaching vocabulary in reading using photos, the writer took 
the following steps: 
Presentation Stage 
The teacher put on or shows the big picture of a lion on the white board. The 
teacher asked the students whether they know the picture such as following: “do 
you know what picture is this?”, “Where do you see it?” and “how well do you 
know about it”. After a short dialogue to explore student’s knowledge, then the 
teacher distributes the reading text or asks students to open course book that 
related to topic today. The next, teacher tells each picture of a lion’s characters 
and physic. Then the teacher asked the students to read with correct pronunciation 
the words by themselves that is pointed by the teacher. The teacher puts on or 
shows other animals, such as cats and tigers to explain the lion’s activities at 
night, because they are included in reading text. The teacher puts or shows grazing 
animals again, such as buffaloes, zebras, antelopes, goats, and donkeys. These 
photos are used to explain about kinds of animals which are hunted by lions. 
Besides that, in order to make students can memorize those animals more easily. 
The teacher puts on or shows large animals, such as giraffes and hippopotamus. 
These photos are used to explain about the weakness of lions. Besides that to 
make students more easily remember the name of all animals which is including 
in reading text. The teacher asks students to read the text with appropriate 
pronunciation for three or more students. The students can describe the lions with 
their own vocabulary after looking photos. 
Practice Stage  
After the teacher feels satisfy with student understands in vocabulary, the 
teacher begins to give the exercise about vocabulary master in order to measure 
the students’ competence in vocabulary. The teacher distributes the exercise 
sheets to all the students, and explaining them how to do it. The teacher monitors 
the students’ activities and after the time is up, the teacher collects the students’ 
worksheet. 
Production Stage  
To know the students ability in understanding vocabularies, the teacher must 
give some pictures of all animals including in reading text in form of question, 
students are able to mention the names of animals, and their physical appearances 
like: lion, lioness, cubs, tiger, cats, grazing animals such as buffaloes, zebras, 
antelopes and a large animals, such as giraffe or a hippopotamus. They can 
mention the physical appearances like: ”shoulder, hair, head, neck, spots, huge 
jaw and the mane.”  In verbs, they can translate the words such as: “stand over, 
born, hunt, steal, run, spring up, kill and pounces. 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
Findings 
After teaching vocabulary about wild animals using photos to Year – 
students of  “SMP Negeri 3 Simpang Hilir Kayong Utara” in Academic Year 
2013/2014, the researcher got the substantial data for the sake of the research 
findings and hypothesis testing.  
To answer the research problem, the researcher analyzed the data by “ES” 
formula to have the effect size of the treatment. The computation of the treatment 
is as follows: 
 
Where “ES” is Effect Size, “t” is the result of t-test, and “N” is the total number of 
students. The computation of “t” value of the above calculation is as follows: 
t =  
t =  
t =  
tvalue = 5,1774 
tvalue > ttabel 
tvalue (5,1774) > ttabel (2,042) 
Thus, the teaching technique using photos is better than teaching not using 
photos. So, there are significant differences , the effectiveness of teaching by 
using photo with not using photos. where the teaching technique using photos is 
more effective than teaching not using photos, aspect of understanding and 
enthusiasm in learning English. 
From the test results " t " above associated with FORMULA " ES " , then 
the result is still high , namely : 
ES = t  
     = t  
     = 5, 1774 x   
     = 5, 1774 x 0, 1796 (index) 
ESvalue = 0, 93 
EStable = 0, 8  
So,  ESvalue > EStable 
= 0.93 > 0.8 . 
Thus, it is  a very significant relationship between teaching techniques using 
photos as a medium with teaching  not using photos as a medium. The above 
computation shows that the effect size of teaching vocabulary about animals using 
photos is categorized  “high”. This is based on the finding that “ES” is 0.93 where 
the t-value is 0,8. 
Based on the result, the “ES”  is 0.93. It is bigger than 0.5 (ES > 0.5). Thus, 
the alternative hypothesis (Ha) which stated “ The effectiveness of teaching 
vocabulary about animals using photos to Year – 8A of SMP Negeri 3 Simpang 
Hilir Kayong Utara”  in Academic Year 2013/2014 is high” is accepted. The other 
hypothesis is required. 
Discussion 
Teaching is a process to transfer the knowledge and the materials to the 
students by using some methods that are suitable with the materials in the learning 
process. Besides, in using of the method, the teacher should know what the 
material and about the condition of the students itself. This is supported by an 
expert (Diane Larsen and Freeman, 2000: 1) who said, “As a teacher of language, 
you have thoughts about your subject matter, what language is, what culture is, 
and about your students, who they are as learners, and what you can do to help 
your students learn. It is very important for you to become aware of the thoughts 
that guide your actions in the classroom”. Meanwhile according to Syaifurahman 
(2013:54) said that : mengajar adalah membantu (mencoba membantu) seseorang 
untuk mempelajari sesuatu dan apa yang dibutuhkan dalam belajar itu tidak ada 
kontribusinya terhadap pendidikan orang yang belajar”. (teaching is to help (try to 
help) someone to learn something, and what is needed in the of learning was no 
contribution toward education of the learners). 
Vocabulary is important in case it could help the students to enjoy their 
classes. One who masters enough vocabulary will find fewer difficulties than 
those who have fewer vocabularies. When they read a certain text, they will easily 
get the information from it since they can understand every word in the text. On 
the others hand, those who lack of vocabulary will face a lot of problems. Mastery 
of vocabulary will be useful for the process of achieving language- teaching 
objectives. That is the mastery of language skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, 
and Writing). 
 If we want to communicate with others in certain language, we must 
master the language they belong to especially to know enough vocabulary of those 
language. Yang Zhihong who say that .Words are the basic unit of language from 
supports it. Without vocabulary, one cannot communicate too effectively or 
express idea. He also states that having a limited vocabulary is also a barrier. 
From the above quotation, it means that we should know the materials that 
will be taught and the condition. After we know what will be taught and who they 
are the learners, in teaching and learning process we should have to choose or 
apply some methods. The methods that we choose should suitable with the 
material or subject matter that will be taught to the students. To know the 
characteristics of the students, the condition of the students, and the need of the 
students are the important point that the teacher should know about that before 
teaching in the class. 
In this case, teaching vocabulary using photos will make the students easily 
to understand because using photos they know directly the things or subject, for 
example there is a lion. The teacher shows the photo of a lion. 
There are many kinds of vocabularies such as vocabulary of animals, colors, 
shapes, vegetables, fruits, and others. In teaching vocabulary especially for the 
children, as a teacher should have to choose the methods or the techniques that are 
suitable with the materials, so that students will enjoy and easily to understand the 
subject that will be teach. For example, teaching vocabulary using photos as 
media. 
From the data analysis the students’ achievement in vocabulary increase by 
learning using photos. This way was helpful for the reseacher to make students 
easier to understand. In this research, the researcher conducted the treatment to 
reserch sample. The researcher taught vocabulary not using photos, but  second 
meeting,  he taught vocabulary  using photos.  By using photos and explanation 
from the researcher, they could understand the topic easily. The students  were  
active  the teaching learning process. They were motivated when they observed 
the photos given and asking something related to the topic. 
There are various types of photos to be used for teaching vocabulary. They 
differ regarding thier size, form, and original, which make them fit for a number 
of activities – depending on thier types. For several reason, photos helped students 
remember the words better. They are able to mention the name of animals which 
related to the text,  to differ from singular to plural, describe the characters, and 
they are able to use the verbs in a sentence accurately.  
Teaching with photos can engage students who do not alway respond to 
reading material, because photos bring not only image of reality, but can also 
function as a fun element in the classroom. 
In fact, photos have thier limitation too. First, they are not suitable or 
sufficient for demonstrating the meaning of all words. It is hard to illustrate the 
meaning of some words, especially the abstract ones such as opinion or impact. 
Second, they need to select about the size, color, and should be related to topic 
given. 
There are so many approaching type and method that can be developed by 
teachers for having a good and enjoyable class situation to reach out the 
curriculum target. Photos, being suitable for any group of students independently 
on age or level, can be used in lots of various ways. Photos helped students 
remember the words which related to the subject matter better and they helped the 
teacher to make the lesson more interesting and beneficial. The teacher can get 
them in any magazines, on the internet, etc; they are cheap, often free; they are 
personal (teacher selects them); flexibility – easily kept, useful for various types 
of activities (drilling and comparing). Photos has weaknesses, such as the colour 
and size.  So that before conducting teaching learning using photos, the teacher 
need to select the photos that must be interesting, colourful, related to topic given, 
and can be seen by all students. Photos are not suitable for demonstrating the 
meaning of all words. It is hard to illustrate the meaning of some words, 
especially the abstract ones such as “opinion” or “impact”. 
In conclusion, based on the research findings and theoritical as well as 
summed up photos can be effectively. Teaching vocabulary using photos make 
students think and give them a reason to speak, which has a great impact on 
remembering the target words as well as making teaching learning process 
enjoyable. Photos help students remember the words better and they help the 
teacher to make the lesson more interesting and beneficial. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
This research is to see the effectiveness of using photos to teach vocabulary. 
This research was conducted to the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 3 Simpang Hilir 
in Academic Year 2013/2014. The researcher discovered that teaching English by 
using “photos” could increase students’ achievement the vocabulary very 
effectively. In addition to help students increase their vocabulary, researcher 
found that photos can improve the students’ enthusiasm and motivation in 
learning process. Moreover, the learners can participate learning process well. In 
conclusion, based on the research findings and theoritical as well as summed up 
photos can be effectively. Teaching vocabulary using photos make students think 
and give them a reason to speak, which has a great impact on remembering the 
target words as well as making teaching learning process enjoyable. Photos help 
students remember the words better and they help the teacher to make the lesson 
more interesting and beneficial. 
Suggestions 
The followings are suggestion from the researcher for teaching vocabulary 
by using photos to the Year - 8 students of junior high school, that there are so 
many approaching type and method that can be developed by teachers for having 
a good and enjoyable class situation to reach out the curriculum target. Photos, 
being suitable for any group of students independently on age or level, can be 
used in lots of various ways. Photos helped students remember the words which 
related to the subject matter better and they helped the teacher to make the lesson 
more interesting and beneficial. The teacher can get them in any magazines, on 
the internet, etc; they are cheap, often free; they are personal (teacher selects 
them); flexibility – easily kept, useful for various types of activities (drilling and 
comparing). Photos has weaknesses, such as the colour and size.  So that before 
conducting teaching learning using photos, the teacher need to select the photos 
that must be interesting, colourful, related to topic given, and can be seen by all 
students. Photos are not suitable for demonstrating the meaning of all words. It is 
hard to illustrate the meaning of some words, especially the abstract ones such as 
“opinion” or “impact”. 
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